
 
Sunnybrow Primary School EYFS: Long-term planning  

  

Our Intent  

By the time our children leave our EYFS unit, we want them to be able to:  
 

Communication and Language  Personal, Social and Emotional Development  Physical Development  

-Speak to friends and adults and have conversations  

-Listen to, enjoy and retell favourite stories  

-Use a range of vocabulary to talk about 

interests, intentions and things around them  

-Be confident to talk about how they and others feel  

-Understand their feelings and emotions  

-Be independent and resilient learners  

-Be active, healthy and happy  

-Be strong, coordinated and balanced  

-Be precise, proficient and confident  

  

Literacy  Maths  Understanding the world  Expressive arts and design  

-Develop a love for reading and listening 

to stories  

-Decode and recognise printed words  

-Communicate through print  

-Articulate ideas  

  

-Know numbers to 10  

-Count confidently  

-Notice patterns and relationships  

-Reason and explain  

-Make sense of their community  

-Experience the wider world around them  

-Develop a rich and wide vocabulary  

-Have a secure understanding of simple 

scientific processes   

-Observe, analyse, justify and explain why 

and how  

-Imagine and create  

-Explore and play  

-Communicate through what they see 

and hear  

  

 

 

 

 



Communication and Language  
  

Reception  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Term 1: Autumn   Term 2: Spring   Term 3: Summer  

• Understand how to listen carefully and why 

listening is important.   

• Engage in story times, rhymes, and with songs.   

• Understand and respond to questions.  Able to 

talk confidently to friends and teachers, in 

sentences.  

• Follow simple instructions   

• Maintain attention in whole class/group 

activities.   

• Use talk to solve problems and organise 

themselves.  

• Ask questions to find out more   

• Learn a range of new vocabulary  

• Develop social phrases and use increasingly  

• Able to listen carefully and talk about what they are 

learning or experiencing  

• Actively engage in story-times and with non-fiction 

books.  

• Re-tell a range of familiar stories   

• Develop and use a range of new vocabulary  

• Consider the listener and take turns in conversations   

• Begin to recount past events and use past tense  

• Explain how things work and why they might happen.   

• Ask questions to find out more and check 

understanding.   

• Articulate ideas and thoughts in well-formed 

sentences.   

• Begin to connect one idea or action to another using a 

range of connectives.   

• Describe events in some detail  

  

• Listen attentively in a range of situations, asking relevant 

questions and making comments where appropriate 

• Able to retell a story, some as exact repetition and some in 

their own words. 

• Know a range of rhymes, songs and poems 

• Articulate ideas and thoughts in well-formed sentences, 

and use language to reason. 

• Use past, present, and future tenses in conversation with 

peers and adults. 

• Understand how, why, where questions. 

• Describe events in some detail. 

• Use new vocabulary in different contexts. 

• Hold back and forth conversations with well thought out 

ideas  

Key Vocab 

Ears, listen, eyes, looking, turn, quiet, start, stop, wait, please, 

thank you, stop, can I play, good morning, good afternoon, like, 

dislike, favourite 

Conversation, your turn, my turn, past, how, why, question, describe, 

sentence, who, what, where, when, why, how, strong, long, disgusting, 

enormous 

Focus, comment, question, retell, rhyme, song, poem, explain, how, why, where, 

conversation, idea, journey, chase, explore, discover 

Nursery   During my first term in nursery  During my time in nursery  During my final term in nursery  

• Begin to join in with a range of songs 

and rhymes.  

• Can comment on their favourite parts 

of a story, e.g. ‘I like the bear’  

• Listen on a one-to-one basis and in 

small group situations  

• Use some new vocabulary linked to 

focus stories, themes, or topics of interest  

• Ask questions to find out more 

information  

• Begin to use talk in their imaginative 

play   

• Join in with a range of songs and rhymes  

• Begin to talk about the stories that they have 

listened to and will be able to use props and 

resources to re-tell parts of the story  

• Respond appropriately to simple instructions  

• More confident when using new vocabulary  

• Understands some questions words, e.g. who, 

what, where, why?  

• Know a range of simple songs and rhymes   

• Listen and join in with range of stories and develop 

their story telling language when retelling and re-

enacting familiar stories  

• Speak with confidence to others during our group 

carpet time sessions  

• Listen & concentrate for longer periods  

• Articulate own ideas and points of view.  

• Use talk to organise their own ideas (Let’s go to the 

sandpit…I’ll use this bucket)  

• Understand what, when, where and why questions 

in relation to stories and their personal experiences 

Key Vocab 
Song, rhyme, favourite, story, listen, question, play, feelings Three little pigs, blow, wolf, house, farmer, duck, big, bad, wolf, 

instruction, who, what, where, why, stop, wait, start, tidy 

Start, end, next, idea, instruction, act, idea, song, rhyme, turn, hunt, climb, 

through, trail 

2’s  During my first term in 2s  During my time in 2s  During my final term in 2s  

• Understand and use single words.   

• Respond to their name.   

• Listen to simple stories with the help of 

pictures.  

• Respond to their name using eye contact when an 

adult is speaking.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Look at the pictures in a book, turning 

the pages.   

• Follow simple instructions when an 

adult gestures or models.   

  

• Uses 2- 3 word phrases.   

• Follow simple instructions.   

• Repeat and apply words overheard in the 

correct context.   

• Make animal noises.   

  

• Listen to simple stories.   

• Speak in 2–4-word sentences.  

• Follow simple two-part instructions   

• Name familiar people and main body parts.   

 

Mam, Dad, there ,now, no, yes , gone, more, bye  

bye Use up to 50 words 

My turn, your turn, now, then, next, yours, mine, milk, cup, potty 

All gone, shoes on, coat on, mammy come, more milk, over 

there, blue car, Katie's coat on, me do it Put 2,3,words together 

Later, then, when, next, who Use speech sounds  

p,b,m,w Pronounce l/r/w/ y f/th  

s/sh/ch/dz/j/Me, him, she in on under multi syllabic words : such as 

banana computer. Link 5 word together 



 

 

Personal Social and Emotional Development   
Reception  Term 1: Autumn   Term 2: Spring   Term 2: Summer  

• Beginning to express their feelings and consider 

the perspectives of others.  

• Begin to regulate emotions 

with some independence.  

• Increasingly able to remember & follow rules.   

• Independently organise their school belongings.  

• Manage own personal hygiene.   

• Build constructive and respectful relationships.  

• Increasingly able to take turns and share 

resources.   

• Independently choose where they would like to 

play.  

 

  

• Recognise own emotions and feelings and begin 

to recognise these in others  

• Show pride in achievements.  

• Understands behavioural expectations of the  

• setting.  

• Explain right from wrong and will try to follow 

rules of the classroom.  

• Manage their own needs.  

• Show resilience and perseverance when things 

may pose a challenge  

• Keep play going by cooperating, listening, 

speaking, explaining and problem solving.   

• Reflect on the work of others and self-evaluate 

their own work.  

• Able to identify and regulate own feelings.   

• Show sensitivity and respect to others’ needs and 

feelings.   

• Begin to know that other children think and respond 

in different ways to them.  

• Turn taking and playing cooperatively   

• Talk about their own abilities positively.   

• Confidently try new activities showing resilience and 

perseverance.  

• See themselves as a unique and valued individual.   

• Know & talk about different things that contribute to 

overall health and well-being  

• Be able to wait for what they want and control their 

immediate impulses when appropriate  

• Understand road and basic river safety 

• Manage own hygiene and persona needs – 

dressing/toileting/understand healthy food choices  

Key Vocab 

Calm, annoyed, pleased, nervous, scared, sick, ask, support, breath, 

space, comfort, bottle, book bag, P.E. kit, coat, tray, tooth brushing, 

toileting, washing, respect, kindness, caring, choices, enjoy 

Empathy, thoughtful, polite, pride,  behaviour, right, wrong, focus, 

attention, listening, safety, resilience, challenge, explain, solve, 

problem, improve, discuss, working together 

Identify, explain, sensitivity, fairness, unique, positive, talent, skills, successes, 

achievement, persevere, important, valued, community, germs, hygiene, 

unhealthy, exercise, screen time 

Nursery   During my first term in nursery  During my time in nursery  During my final term in nursery  

• Come into the learning environment with some 

independence  

• Begin to form relationships with staff and other 

children in the class.  

• Begin to explore the new 

classroom (as appropriate) environment and choose 

resources or areas of the provision of interest.  

• With some adult support, begin to understand 

and follow our ‘Good Choice’ ethos   

• Developing an understanding of sharing space 

and resources with others, with some adult support.  

• Begin to be aware of own feelings and begin to 

talk about feelings such as- happy, sad, angry  

• With some adult support, begin to take care of 

own personal needs, including toileting  

  

• Show confidence when making choices in the 

learning environment and in different social situations  

• Has a developing awareness of their own 

feelings and begin to articulate how they are feeling 

to others.   

• Begin to regulate own emotions with support of 

an adult (co-regulation)  

• Begin to understand that others may feel 

differently, have different ideas or have different 

needs.   

• Become more independent when taking care of 

themselves.   

• Demonstrate an ability to share resources and 

take turns with others  

• Take care of their classroom and resources  

• Begin to take pride in what they do.  

• Come into class confidently making independent 

choices across the day  

• Express their own feelings using an increasing emotional 

vocabulary.  

• Identify feelings of others from facial expressions 

• Communicate and play with other children and adults  

• Becoming more resilient when faced with problems and 

tries to persevere if something is tricky  

• Confident when using talk to begin to resolve problems 

or differences with others  

• Show pride in what they do and want to share their 

achievements  

• Has a greater understanding of making the ‘right 

choice’  

• Increasingly able to remember Nursery rules without 

needing an adult reminder  



• Knows and talks about ways to be healthy – Keeping 

clean, road safety 

 
Classroom, peg, teacher, friend, toilet, sand, water, construction, 

home, rules, others, feelings, happy, sad, angry, wash 

Choice, share, help, play, feeling, like, dislike, coat, hat, shoes, turns, 

care, proud 

Cross, upset, unhappy, excited, tired, hungry, difficult, hard, easy, enjoy, 

problem, healthy, fruit, run, rules, sleep, correct, right 

2’s  During my first term in 2s  During my time in 2s  During my final term in 2s  

• Manage staged separation from carer(s).   

• Form secure relationships with key worker; seek 

her on entry. notice others around them in their play.  

• Follow simple routines with prompts and 

support.   

• Develop or demonstrate play preferences  

• Growing in independence, rejecting help (‘I can 

do it!’) Sometimes this leads to feelings of frustration 

and tantrums.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

• Greet key worker and other members of the 

group on arrival.   

• Separate confidently from carer.   

• Seeks comfort from familiar adults when needed 

and distracts themselves with a comfort object when 

upset   

• Show some concern if others are sad or upset.   

• Engage in a wider repertoire of play activities.   

• Able to understand simple daily routines.   

• Help with nappy changing routines or access 

toileting with the support of an adult  

• Demonstrate curiosity when exploring the wider 

school site or local area from the secure base of 

familiar adults   

• Develop an awareness that their actions have 

consequences  

  

• Initiate interaction or respond to others during play, 

linking up with those who have similar play preferences.   

• Actively seek adults to help with tasks around the 

setting.   

• Show concern when another child is hurt or upset.   

• Participate in domestic role play with some words and 

short phrases in role.   

• Prepare snack showing basic control giving out 

plates, cups and passing food.   

• Show an early interest in toilet training, alerting adults 

for support and demonstrating involvement with changing 

routines   

• Work in partnership with an adult to put on and take off 

outdoor clothing.   

• Demonstrate curiosity and use simple language when 

exploring the wider school site or local area from the secure 

base of familiar adults   

Key Vocab 
need, want, mine, snack, foods, nappy big, little, high, low, soft, hard, round, long Your turn, my turn ,now, then, next, yours, mine,  

happy, sad, angry, excited 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Physical Development  
Reception  Term 1: Autumn   Term 2: Spring   Term 2: Summer  

Gross Motor  

• Roll, crawl, walk, jump, run, hop, skip and 

climb.   

• Understand that physical exercise keeps us fit 

and enjoy running, jumping and climbing.   

• Use core muscle strength to achieve good 

posture when sitting at a table or on the floor.   

Fine Motor  

• Manipulates a range of tools effectively  

• Hold a pencil or pen comfortably and uses it to 

make controlled marks.   

  

Gross Motor  

• Roll, crawl, walk, jump, run, hop, skip and climb 

confidently and safely in the environment negotiating 

space effectively  

• Develop confidence and accuracy when 

engaging in activities involving a ball.   

Fine Motor  

• Use scissors effectively to cut a wider range of 

materials  

• Use a pencil to form taught letters correctly.   

  

Gross Motor  

• Refine large movement skills they 

have acquired to demonstrate increased precision and 

control  

• To ride a bike/ scooter  

• To develop ball skills such as throwing, catching, 

kicking, passing, and aiming.  

Fine Motor  

• Confidently and safely use all classroom equipment   

• Use a range of tools such as pencils, 

scissors, knives and forks.   

• Hold pencil in tripod grasp and form letters correctly  

  

Key Vocab Roll, crawl, walk, jump, run, hop, skip, climb, fit, posture, hold, grip Space, safely, throw, kick, catch, watch, two hands, scissors, cut, form Balance, bike, scooter, push, pass, aim, kick, longer, shorter, tripod 

Nursery   During my first term in nursery  During my time in nursery  During my final term in nursery  

• Use large muscle movements such as waving 

flags and streamers, paint and make marks.   

• Seek an adult or peer to help them gain 

confidence or balance.   

• Run safely avoiding obstacles.   

• Manipulate small tools and resources with 

increasing dexterity  

• Use scissors with adult support  

• Make marks with pencil with greater purpose 

and control   

  

• Climb on structures using alternative feet.   

• Move in a variety of controlled ways  

• Collaborate with others to manage large 

items such as carrying a long plank.   

• Use scissors to make snips in paper   

• Shows a preference for a dominant hand.   

• Draw simple lines and shapes.   

• Run, climb and catch and kick a large ball.   

• Use alternate feet to go up and down stairs and 

balance on one foot.  

• Pedal a tricycle.   

• Use utensils such as a cup, fork and spoon with control  

• Build towers and structures with a range of resources.    

• Cross the mid-line 

• Use scissors to cut paper.   

• Use a pencil/ pen with thumb and forefinger and 

draw representations   

  

 
Move, wave, balance, avoid, scissors, mark, picture Climb, move, together, snip, hand, line, shape Run, climb, catch, kick, stairs, balance, one foot, pedal, tricycle, cup, fork, 

spoon, build, stack, tower, cut, pincer 

2’s  During my first term in 2s  During my time in 2s  During my final term in 2s  

• Move across a range of surfaces  

• Climb up steps, slopes   

• Bounce and stamp in response to music.   

• Run at speed in open spaces.   

• Squeeze inside small spaces, such as boxes & 

tunnels.  

• Crawl under low barriers or through a tunnel.   

• Jump from a higher to a lower level holding adult 

hands.   



• Squat and push a large ball away   

• Explore the environment using all of their body 

including hands and fingers to explore objects such 

as feathers, shells, pieces of velvet, tissue paper etc  

• Build & stack with blocks, knock over blocks and 

rebuild   

• Collect and move resources in baskets, bags or 

boxes.   

• Fill containers with collections of little objects 

and tip out.   

• Push chunky small world toy vehicles along a 

chosen route.   

• Squeeze and prod dough   

• Explore making marks in a variety of ways  

• Drink from a 2 handled cup    

• Jump face to face with an adult holding hands.   

• Attempt to kick a large ball.   

• Move and transport large objects such as 

bowling tyres and barrels and pushing wheelbarrows.  

• Use ride on toys & balance bikes by pushing 

feet   

• Increasingly attempt more risky play such as 

climbing and balancing with adult support.   

• Use small figures and vehicles with control in 

play, positioning and balancing.   

• Fill and empty containers in messy play, water 

and sand, using cups, scoops, spoons and spades.   

• Squeeze, thump and flatten dough with hands.   

• Use hammering games with increasing 

accuracy.   

• Shake and tap non-tuned instruments  

• Turn pages in a book, sometimes several at 

once   

• Make more specific marks showing increasing 

control, such as big circles and lines  

• Drink from a straw    
• Start eating independently and learning how to 

use a spoon, knife and fork.  

  

• Begin to pedal a wheeled toy.   

• Pour accurately with buckets large jugs or watering 

cans   into large containers.   

• Explore more challenging mechanisms such as screw 

lids and a range of construction kits.  

• Change the shape and texture of dough with hand 

actions to achieve an effect   

• Use pressure to cut dough precisely with knives and 

cutters   

• Use smaller figures and vehicles and build with and 

manipulate blocks of various shapes and sizes.  

• Combine malleable materials and loose parts, showing 

pleasure in effects created.   

• Make marks on different scales, on different surfaces, 

with different media and with a range of tools (using a fist 

grip)  

  

Key Vocab 

Full, empty, tip, pour, push, pull, car, van, lorry, tractor,  

squash, squeeze 

Happy, sad, angry, excited, coat, wellies, gloves, hat,  

shoes Kettle, table, cup, plate, bowl, straw, car, bus,  

top, road, track, wheels, big, small, fast, slow, push, go 

Coat, hat, gloves, can you get your shoes? Can you get  

your coat? Big, little, high, low, under, over, up down  

soft , hard, round, long 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Literacy  
Reception  Term 1: Autumn   Term 2: Spring   Term 2: Summer  

Comprehension  

• Has a love of stories and listens attentively to 

story time.   

• Enjoys talking to others about favourite 

stories.   

• Talk about the main events in the story and 

predict what might happen.   

• Retell a familiar story using role play or small 

world resources, using some story language  

Word Reading:   

• Read individual letters by saying the 

corresponding sounds.  

• Blend sounds into words, orally  

• Know 16 graphemes/phonemes (Set 1)  

• Read all set 1 single letter sounds (25 

sounds)  

Writing  

• Copies adult writing behaviour e.g. writing 

on a whiteboard, writing messages.  

• Make an attempt at writing their name using 

some letters correctly  

• Holds pencil effectively to make marks  

• Use talk to organise describe events and 

experiences.   

  

Comprehension  

• Has a good understanding of story 

structure and can retell and make up own 

stories using vocabulary that has been learnt.   

• Identifies non-fiction texts, remembering 

facts.  

Word Reading:  

• Blend sounds into words, so that they can 

read short words made up of known letter-

sound correspondences.  

• Read 35 single graphemes and 4 double 

consonants  

• Read a few common exception words 

matched to phonic programme   

• Read simple phrases and sentences made 

up of words with known letter sounds   

Writing  

• Form some letters correctly  

• Write appropriate letters for initial sounds 

of words.   

• Write labels and lists.  

• Write from left to right and top to 

bottom.   

• Begin to orally compose a sentence and 

hold it in memory before attempting to write 

it.   

Comprehension  

• Talk about and describes characters in stories  

• Anticipate and predict when listening to stories  

• Make adaptions to familiar stories  

• Uses the language of stories confidently  

Word Reading:   

• Read 41 single graphemes and first 6 set 2 sounds  

• Read simple phrases and sentences made up of words 

with known letter sounds   

• Re-read these books to build up fluency  

Writing  

• Use familiar words in their writing.   

• Write a given dictated sentence accurately  

• Orally compose a sentence and hold it in memory 

before attempting to write it. Write simple phrases or 

sentences with increasing independence  

• Re-read own writing to check that it makes sense  

• Make phonetically plausible attempts when writing 

words  

• Form most lower-case letters correctly, starting and 

finishing in the right place, going the right way round and 

correctly orientated.   

  

Key Vocab 

story, listen, events, beginning, middle, end, once upon a time, next, 

then, letter, sound, word, read, write, name, pencil grip 

Retell, suddenly, finally, character, setting, predict, guess, events, 

fiction, non-fiction, fact, sentence, finger spaces, labels, list, first 

sound 

describe, change, adapt, favourite, compose, think, say, remember, hold, re-

read, check, capital letters, full stops, line 

Nursery   During my first term in nursery  During my time in nursery  During my final term in nursery  



• To listen to songs and rhymes.  

• To copy and joins in with finger rhymes   

• To share a book with an adult   

• Enjoy some favourite stories  

• Differentiates sounds in the environment  

• To notice some print in the environment.   

• To draw freely and begins to make 

recognisable marks.   

  

• Talk about stories and rhymes and use 

story language in their play.   

• Listen and discriminate between different 

sounds.   

• Able to turn pages in a book and know 

that print is read from left to right and top to 

bottom.   

• Talks about the marks they have made 

showing increasing purpose  

  

• Retell simple familiar stories in play  

• Develop their phonological awareness so that they can 

finish or identify rhymes, count syllables begin to recognise 

initial sounds.   

• Begin to recognise taught graphemes with visual 

prompts  

• Makes marks for a purpose showing an understanding 

of writing  

• Understand that print has meaning.   

• Write some letters of their name.  

Key Vocab 

listen, songs, rhymes, copy, join in, share, read, stories, books, 

sounds, noise, loud, quiet, print, words, letters, marks, label, draw, 

mark, scribble, lines, circles, picture, pencil, pen, crayon, chalk,  paper 

talk, tell, play, pretend, character, beginning, end, listen, sound, 

book, page, turn, print, read, images, side, left, right, top, bottom, 

write 

story, retell, front cover, title, rhyme, syllables, sounds, first sound, letters, name 

2s  During my first term in 2s  During my time in 2s  During my final term in 2s  

• Explore sensory books   

• Enjoy looking at class made books related to 

families.   

• Use a basic picture book and find 

information following a prompt. E.g. Where is the 

dog?   

• Make marks on tabletops to support core   

strength.  

• Show an interest in mark marking- fingers, 

large   

apparatus, tools.   

• Hold a tool with a fist palmer grip  

  

• Choose books that interest them and 

begin to understand how to handle them 

carefully, turning the pages independently.   

• Obtain information from pictures in a book 

following a prompt. E.g. What is the duck doing  

• Notice some print such as familiar logo.   

• Distinguishes between the different marks 

they make.  

• Develop hand-eye co-ordination through   

scooping/pouring and filling activities.  

• Have a selection of favourite stories.  

• Understand that stories have a beginning and an end   

• Join in with key phrases when reading familiar books 

with adults.   

• Make marks using a variety of tools including scribbling 

with pencils   

Key Vocab Book, picture, colours,  Book, story, pictures, page, draw Book, story, pictures, page, draw 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Mathematics  
Reception  Term 1: Autumn   Term 2: Spring   Term 2: Summer  

Number  

• Sort, match and compare  

• Subitise and recognise composition within 3.  

• Recognise numerals to 5  

• Begin to count sequences to 5  

• Count orally to 10  

Shape, space and measure  

• Talk about measure and pattern in play  

• Copy, continue and create simple patterns  

• Compare size using simple vocabulary  

  

 

  

Number  

• Subitise to 6  

• Begin to recognise double patterns to 10   

• Know some compositions of 

numbers within 10.  

  

 Shape, space and measure  

• Explore, identify and name circles, triangles 

and 4 sided 2d shapes  

• Explore 3d shapes and recognise some 

properties  

• Explore and compare length, time and 

capacity using comparative language (non 

standard)  

Number  

• Subitise within 10  

• Count beyond 10  

• Count backwards from 10  

• Recognise numerals to 10  

• Know and use compositions of numbers to 10 with 

increased automaticity (including doubles)  

• Form some numbers  

• Have a deeper understanding, make connections and 

see patterns in the number system.   

Shape, space and measure  

• Manipulate and adapt shapes talking about their 

properties in play  

• Problem solve involving comparisons of measure in 

their play  

Key Vocab 

Match, same, different, object, set, sort, rule, odd one out, more, 

fewer, same, smaller, bigger, taller, longer, shorter, weight, heavier, 

lighter, large, small, balance scale, holds, more, less, most, least, 

capacity, pattern, copy, mistake, continue, finish, wrong, count, one, 

two, three, altogether, find, group, many, subitise, times, now, 1 more 

than, after, 1 less than, before, shape, circle, triangle, is, on, under, 

over, beside, between, in front of, around, through, behind, four, five, 

represent, whole, part, sides, corner, straight, square, rectangle 

zero, count, group, subitise, altogether, different, 1 more, 1 less, 

before, after, part, parts, whole, weight, mass, heavier, lighter, 

balance scale, balanced, container, more, less, capacity, greatest, 

smallest, most, least, six, seven, eight, pair, odd, even, double, long, 

short, longest, shortest, length, tall, tallest, taller, height, shorter, 

minute, evening, tomorrow, next week, weekend, yesterday, last 

week, last month, last year, days, sleep, nine, ten, fewer, bond, 

pattern, always, equal, unequal, shape, sort, face, flat, curved, 

surface, 3D, 2D, cylinder, sphere, cube, cuboid, cone, pyramid, roll, 

stack 

Counting pattern, same, different, first, add, added, altogether, now, then, left, 

taken away, shapes, belong, complete, match, fit, manipulate, move, describe, 

under, over, around, next, in front of, behind, smallest, largest, pieces, rotate, 

separate, new, fold, inside, positioned, 2D, 3D, fair, equal unequal, equally, 

groups, shared, odd, even, double, pattern, repeat, symbol 

Nursery   During my first term in nursery  During my time in nursery  During my final term in nursery  

Number  

• Join in with number rhymes and songs  

• Says some numbers in their play.   

Number  

• Understands the concept of counting   

Number  

• To recite numbers past 5   

• To have fast recognition of up to 3 objects (subitising)  



• Make simple comparisons of amounts  

• Begin to copy the sequence of 1,2 and 3 in 

play  

Shape, space and measure  

• Select shapes within the environment (use 

relevant 3d blocks for building)  

• Choose shapes or loose parts to create and 

arrange for pictures and representations  

• Find, collect and group objects   

• Sort and match a range of objects  

 

 

 

 

  

• Uses number and counting appropriately 

and organically in their play.   

• Understands the value of 1, 2 and 3 in 

context such as 3 little pigs.   

• Recite numbers up to 5  

Shape, space and measure  

• Complete a simple jigsaw puzzle.   

• Show an awareness of words related to 

positions (under, behind, in front of, on top)  

• Explore differences in size, 

length, weight and capacity 

(bigger/little/smaller…high/low…tall…  

• heavy/light)  

• Recognise and talk about patterns in the 

world around them  

• Begin to link numerals to amounts   

• Compare amounts  

Shape, space and measure  

• Understand positional language through words alone 

(no pointing or gestures)  

• Make comparisons between objects relating to their 

size, length, weight and capacity  

• Use informal mathematical language to talk about 

shape.   

  

Key Vocab 

Different, big, bigger, small, smaller, block, shape sorter, tower, 

describe, find, collect, compare, amount, less, more, large, small, a 

lot, few, same, one, two, three, four, five, forwards, backwards, finger, 

represent, count, action, I see 1, 2, 3, copy, point 

Next, after, pattern, repeat, routine, hokey-cokey, in, out, shape, 

space, fit, smaller, larger, same, sharp, pointy, curvy, round, flat, 

sort, show, finger, one, two, three, I see, label, not, numeral, match, 

inset jigsaw, on, under, between, over, obstacle, route 

Line, straight, curved, zig-zag, bridge, peg board, spots, swirls, count, group, 

take out, give, match, same, different, push, build, flat sides, over, under, 

through, dot, dice, more, less, fewer, same, small, large, sort 

2s  During my first term in 2s  During my time in 2s  During my final term in 2s  

• Explore groups of objects  

• Combine objects such as stacking blocks and 

cups.   

• Put objects inside others and take them out 

again.  

• Begin to take part in finger rhymes with   

numbers.  

• Explore and use shape sorters and puzzles  

• Explore space within the indoor and outdoor 

environment using their bodies to climb and 

travel through, over etc to gain spatial awareness   

• Begin to compare sizes, bigger, little and 

smaller.  

• Use number language in their play, 

beginning to sequence numbers orally 0-5.  

• Demonstrate matching and sorting skills 

within their play.  

• Notice and comment on patterns including 

stripes and spots etc.  

• Use significant number names in play  

• Sort and group objects and begin to talk about their 

reasoning why  

• Begin to use the language of weight in   

everyday contexts and through stories and rhymes.  

• Use objects to make simple arrangements, using 

associated language ‘the same’.  

Key Vocab In, out, on, big, little, first, last, long, short Under, next to, hard, soft, hot, cold, light, dark,  Behind, in front, slow, fast, heavy, light 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Understanding of the World  
Exploration of seasonal change and weather – throughout the year  

Reception  Term 1: Autumn   Term 2: Spring   Term 2: Summer  

Past and Present  

• Talk about their immediate family and 

community.   

• Talk about past and present events in their 

own life and in the lives of family member  

People and communities  

• Understand that people have different 

beliefs and celebrate special times in different 

ways. To understand how they have grown and 

changed.   

The natural world  

• Notice detailed features of objects in their 

environment and home  

• Name body parts   

• Have an increasing awareness of how to be 

healthy  

  

Past and Present  

• Recall a journey  

• Explore the growth of a plant from seed   

People and communities  

• Recognise some similarities and differences 

in own community and locality  

• Recognise some similarities and differences 

in differing climates.   

• Draw information from a simple map.  

• Shows interest in different occupations and 

ways of life indoors and outdoors  

The natural world  

• Begin to understand the effect their 

behaviour can have on the environment  

• Understand the factors which plants need 

to grow and thrive.   

• Describe and compare plants and animals 

with appropriate vocabulary  

Past and Present  

• Describe some differences between adult and baby 

knowing how some animals grow over time  

People and communities  

• Know about similarities and differences between 

themselves and others, and among families, 

communities, cultures and traditions  

The natural world  

• Show that they can care for and respect the natural 

environment and living things.   

• Look closely at similarities, differences, patterns and 

change in nature  

• Be aware of the different stages of a life cycle.   

• Knows about similarities and differences in relation to 

places, objects, materials and living things  

Key Vocab 

Rain, water, Hot, cold, warm, cool, Weather, change, sunny, cold, windy, raining, snow, icy, January, February, March, April, May, June, July, August, September, October, November, December, Wind, Season, autumn, 

winter, spring, summer, hot, cold, leaves, Tree, leaves, Push, pull, move, melt, freeze,  

Nursery   During my first term in nursery  During my time in nursery  During my final term in nursery  

• Aware of their own family and is able to talk 

about family members  

• Show an interest in different jobs people do and 

roles they have eg. the doctor, shop keeper.   

• Show care and concern for living things and the 

environment  



• Begin to notice and talk about changes 

around them and within themselves  

• Explore and investigate through hands on 

opportunities  

• Talk about what they feel, hear, smell, and 

see with simple vocabulary.   

• Have an awareness of some relevant 

festivals and celebrations  

• Engage in role play situations based on their 

own experiences  

• Can notice differences in weather and begin 

to develop vocabulary related to changes in 

weather.  

• Shows concern for living things  

• Talk about main features of their home and school 

locality.   

• Have an awareness of their own local environment.  

• Begin to talk about how things grow using simple 

vocabulary  

• Plant seeds and care for growing plants.   

• Understand the terms day and night and associate 

with light and dark. 

•  

  

• Talk about some of the things they have observed such 

as plants, animals, natural and found objects  

• Use knowledge of the world around them in their role 

play  

• Remembers and talks about significant events in their 

own experience  

  

Key Voacb 

Family, mum, dad, brother, sister, home, house, same, face, smile, 

head, shoulder, knees, toes, taste, touch, hard, soft, body, birthday, 

celebration, Harvest, food, Christmas, nativity, Mary, Joseph, Jesus, 

Bethlehem, Diwali, Eid 

Job, doctor, shop keeper, farmer, home, room, special, school,  

journey, path, road, outside, grass, plants, pets, animals, bird, 

insect, cat, dog, goldfish, rabbit, cow, goat, sheep, worm, spider, 

robin, day, night 

Tree, flower, leaves, fruit, plant, grow, farm, egg, chick, chicken, lamb, sheep, 

routine, before, after, below, under, on top, next to, journey, park, walk 

2s  During my first term in 2s  During my time in 2s  During my final term in 2s  

• Play and explore in their natural 

environment   

displaying high levels of engagement.  

• Explore light and colours through sensory   

play.  

• Learning about the basic routines of the 

day   

using a visual timetable. Carpet time, tidy time, etc 

  

• Be curious and interested to explore new 

and familiar experiences in nature: grass, mud, 

puddles, plants, animal life   

• Begin to imitate their own family and 

cultures   

through pretend play.  

  

• Notice detailed features of objects in their environment  

• Talk about some of the things they have observed such 

as plants, animals, natural and found objects  

• Enjoy playing with small world reconstructions, building 

on first-hand experiences, e.g. visiting farms, garages, train 

tracks, walking by river or lake  

Key Vocab 
Wind, rain, school, celebrate, party, gifts, Christmas, family, 

Santa, donkey,  

Cold, snow, freeze, coat, gloves, hat, fireworks, safe, bright, 

loud, bang 

Sun, grass, flowers, farm, farmer, lamb, egg, chick, hot, holiday, aeroplane, 

beach, sun cream, warm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Expressive Arts and Design  
Reception  Term 1: Autumn   Term 2: Spring   Term 2: Summer  

Creating with materials  

• Begin to draw for a purpose   

• Draw simple shapes and representations  

• Explore colour mixing beginning to relate to 

purpose  

• Explore collage, printing and paint as media.   

• Create structures using a range of materials  

Imagination and expression  

• Talk about how music makes them feel and 

move accordingly  

• Engage in imaginative play based on own ideas 

or first-hand or peer experiences.  

• Begin to make believe by pretending using 

sounds, movements, words, objects Beginning to 

describe sounds and music imaginatively,  

Creating with materials  

• Use colour and shade for a purpose.   

• Choose different coloured drawing 

implements for a purpose.   

• Select resources for a particular purpose.   

• Use a range of tools.   

• Select specific materials o create desired 

structures and compositions  

Imagination and expression  

• Express their opinion on music, dance and 

art.   

• Introduces a storyline or narrative into their 

play  

Creating with materials  

• Create for a purpose and talk about the 

process.  

• Experiment with colour, 

design, texture and form.   

• Make props and use materials in role 

play.   

• Experiment with a range of music and 

musical instruments   

Imagination and expression  

• Create representations of both 

imaginary and real-life ideas, 

events, people and objects Invent and adapt 

narratives in play.  

• Move in time to music  

• Make music in a range of ways, e.g. 

plays with sounds creatively, plays along to 

the beat of the song they are singing or 

music they are listening to  

Key Vocb 

Draw, shape, line, red, blue, orange, green, purple, yellow, black, white, 

colour, mix, collage, sort, tear, print, paint, join, material, glue, tape, paper, 

card, metal, water, wood, stone, music, feel, move, sounds 

Purpose, thick, thin, crayon, pencil, chalk, pen, scissors, hole punch, 

stapler, string, fasten, hard, soft, bendy, smooth and rough, waterproof, 

cook, opinion, like, dislike, retell, story 

Purpose, first, after, next, then, better, worse, stronger, attach, 

sound, object, louder, quieter, softer, harder, action, rhyme, poem, 

song 



Nursery   During my first term in nursery  During my time in nursery  During my final term in nursery  

• Begin to explore making marks using a range of 

different mark making tools on different paper and 

surfaces.   

• Experiment making 3d junk models   

• Explore using a variety of malleable media such 

as playdough, slime, mud…  

• Explore making sounds with instruments  

• Begin to engage in imaginative play based on 

their own experiences  

• Engage in small world play.   

• Develop their mark making and drawings to 

include more details (a circle for a face, including 

marks for features of a face)  

• Begin to add a narrative in their play using 

small world resources, construction kits and 

props.   

• Explore and experiment with colour mixing  

• Join different materials and explore different 

textures.  

• Explore manipulating malleable materials and 

use tools and other resources to make imprints.  

• Join in with singing a range of songs and 

begin to make up their own songs.   

• Explore a range of different instruments and 

experiment with ways to play them.  

  

• Add more detail to their drawings and 

be able to explain what the marks & 

drawings are.  

• Make choices about what to use and 

how to use it when constructing and 

creating.   

• Use different 

materials to represent objects in their play.   

• Use a range of props and resources in 

their imaginative play.   

• Explore colour mixing and be able to 

talk about what they have created.   

• Make specific sounds with instruments 

and will be able to express their thoughts or 

feelings.   

• Sing a range of familiar songs and have 

fun with the pitch and melody.   

Key Vocab 
Paper, pencil, pen, paint, playdough, slime, sound, instrument, rub, shake, 

blow, paper, card 

Detail, face, join, texture, soft, rough, hard, smooth, fluffy, imprint, cut, felt, 

tissue, paper 

Materials, create, draw, fast, slow, loud, quiet ,whisper, shout, high, 

low 

2s  During my first term in 2s  During my time in 2s  During my final term in 2s  

• Experiment with a range of media – tools, 

materials, sound and whole-body movement -- 

through multi-sensory exploration  

• Begin to use resources 

imaginatively and in different ways. For example: 

using a block as a phone.  

• Sing/vocalise whilst listening to music or 

playing with instruments/sound makers  

• Explore different rhythms, beat and using   

their bodies appropriately  

• Explore and experiment with an 

increasing range of media and movement 

through   multi-sensory exploration and 

expression  

• Join in singing songs  

Key Vocab Paint, play dough, paper Clap, pencils, pens, paint brush Songs, clap, stomp, head, shoulders, knees, toes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EYFS Curriculum Planning 2-Year-Olds 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topics Cycle A: owls and other 

woodland creatures 

Cycle B: Hibernation 

Cycle A: Celebrations 

Cycle B: Letters 

Cycle A: Winter 

weather 

Cycle B: Night  

Cycle A: Homes 

Cycle B: Journeys 

Cycle A: Eggs 

Cycle B: Plants 

Cycle A: Food 

Cycle B: The Coast 

Key Texts Cycle A: Owl Babies 

Cycle B: Bear snores on 

Cycle A: Spots 

Birthday 

Cycle B: Dear Zoo 

Cycle A: Squirrels 

Snowman 

Cycle B: Can’t you 

sleep little bear? 

Cycle A: Mouse 

moves house 

(Usborne phonics 

Readers) 

Cycle B: We’re going 

on a bear hunt 

Cycle A: The Very 

Hungry Caterpillar 

Cycle B: Jasper’s 

Beanstalk 

Cycle A: Tiger who 

came for tea 

Cycle B: Frog’s Day 

Out 

Characteristics 

of effective 

learning 

Playing and Exploring: children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go’ 

Active Learning: children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties, and enjoy achievements 

Creative and Critical Thinking: children have and develop their own ideas, make links between ideas, and develop strategies for doing things 



Overarching 

Principles 

Unique Child: Every child is a unique child, who is constantly learning and can be resilient, capable, confident and self-assured 

Positive Relationships: children learn to be strong and independent through positive relationships 

Enabling environments: children learn and develop well in enabling environments with teaching and support form adults, who respond to their 

individual interests and needs and help them to build their learning over time. Children benefit from a strong partnership between practitioners and 

parents and/or carers.  

Learning and Development: Children develop and learn at different rates. We must be aware of children who need greater support than others.  

Assessment 

Opportunities 

Baseline data collection 

EYFS meetings 

Ongoing observations 

2-year check (child specific) 

Baseline data 

collection 

Parents Evening 

EYFS meetings 

Ongoing observations 

2-year check (child 

specific) 

EYFS meetings  

Ongoing observations 

2-year check (child 

specific) 

Data collection 

Ongoing observations 

Parents Meeting 

2-year check (child 

specific) 

EYFS meetings 

Ongoing observations 

2-year check (child 

specific) 

Data collection 

Reports 

EYFS meetings 

Ongoing observations 

2-year check (child 

specific) 

 


