
 

 

 

Sunnybrow Primary School: Music Progression in key vocabulary  

** Each year, children should revise and build upon the previous taught vocabulary 

EYFS Y1  Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 
Action, beat, clap, 

listen, instrument, 

join in, loud, high, low, 

melody, 

pulse, quiet, rhythm, 

scratchy, sing, 

smooth, sound, 

speed, tempo, 

texture, volume, 

pluck, hit, blow, 

shake 

Pulse, rhythm, 

pitch, rap, 

improvise, 

compose, melody, 

perform, singers, 

loud, softly, quiet, 

percussion,  

audience, 

lyrics, 

plucking, 

banging, shaking, 

blowing 

Violin, brass, orchestra 

trumpet,  

audience, question 

and answer, sequence, 

melody, dynamics, 

tempo, timbre, duration, 

perform/ 

performance 

 

Structure, intro/ 

introduction, 

verse, chorus, ballad, folk 

music, jazz, bollywood 

 hook, 

 tension, 

structure, texture 

glockenspiel, 

riff 

pentatonic scale, 

imagination, 

sound score, 

notation 

 

 

 solo, flat notes, sharp notes 

unison, rhythm, harmony 

patterns, musical style, 

samba, carnival style, rock 

& roll  

lyrics, 

choreography, 

sounds,  

by ear, 

notation, backing vocal, 

piano 

percussion,  

untuned percussion 

backbeat, accuracy 

chorus, bridge, riff, 

appraising, 

note values,  

note names,  

solo, ballad, verse, duet 

interlude, strings, 

Ascending/descending 

scale 

cover, 

backing loops, 

 bass line, brass section, 

soul,  

Blues, a Capella, hip hop, 

opera, musical theatre 

dimensions of music, 

poetic structure 

improvise/improvisation 

ostinato, phrases, 

unison, chant 

bar lines, staves, phrasing 

complement, counter-

melody 

conductor  

 

 


